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reputed lover and undisputed favourite, Robert Dudley, Earl of
Leicester.
For him the great majority of his countrymen cherished a
hatred often as startling in its intensity as their love for her. In
part the one emotion explained the other, the love expressing
itself in a natural jealousy, distrust and resentment of the influ-
ence he wielded over her and the unparalleled power and wealth
he had amassed through her favour. But there was another and
pro founder cause. It was an age of grandeur which spontaneously
accorded him the nickname of le Grand Esquire or simply Monsieur
le Grand: an age of adventure of which he was literally the arch-
adventurer ; an age essentially enigmatic to which he contributed
the most perplexing of riddles. It thus saw itself reflected in him,
and not altogether liking what it saw, used him as a mirror
against which it hurled back its dislike. The sinister designs it
imputed to him, the thousand crimes and villainies of which it
accused him (none of which it ever succeeded in proving), were
less objective criticisms of his doings than projections of its own
unacknowledged impulses. In short, its exaggerated hatred arose
largely from the obscure recognition in him of the very qualities
in itself that made him perhaps the most Elizabethan of Eliza-
bethans.